
CA k-khn^

Prom: <JAGabel@aol.com>

To: <jrion@drss.state.sc.us>
Date: 3/10/2005 3:39:57 AM

Subject: Re: your great response to my col rion stories

In a message dated 2/28/2005 10:27:45 AM Mountain Standard Time^
jrion0drss,state.sc.us writes:

> The lack of any record of Henri Rion is extremely interesting and
> consistent with a very open door or hole re the Col^s. paternity. There
> may have been no Henri Rion. then who? John C. Calhoun? Also do you
> read anything into the convergence of dates, in spring and summer of
> '28-Henri Rion dies. Col James H. rion is born. His mother's parents
> die. He and his mom go south.

Although some at the time wanted to read a potential for John C. Calhoun's
paternity into the circumstances surrounding Rion's association with him, I
don't think so. (Even Dr. Hanahan's statement about his death, showed that

some at

the time, including his own family, thought that was the case.) There are too
many, independent accounts of the almost accidental events that lead up to
Mrs. Rion becoming the housekeeper at Fort Hill. Another thing that somewhat
points away from an earlier association between them is that in an early
letter by
Calhoun, he spells the name "Ryan," which I don't think he would have done
had he been intimately associated with them before.

The convergence of the dates reinforces the story line that Mrs. Rion felt
she was under threat of death by some source and disappeared from Montreal to
protect herself and her son from meeting the same fate as her husband and
parents. The fact that she successfully avoided the census taker during her
life in

the US only feeds into the belief that she was hiding from someone.

>

> I don't think I'd heard anything about Henri supposedly being murdered.
> anymore on that?

The story that Henri Rion was poisoned was all part of the story that Mrs.
Madeline Buchanan Gill wove about "The Lost Dauphin of France" after she
resurrected the story in 1931. She just stated that it happened, but never
provided
any documentation to support the claim. So much of her story was supposed to
be

supported by material in the "Secret Archives" in the Cathedral in Montreal
and in Austria.

>

> r also found the news on the letter with Nelle (McMaster) Sprott in
> Winnsboro very interesting, and I will pursue, perhaps, with the
> Sprotts. "Here sister, Jane (McMaster) Roehrs, had just found the typed
> story on a piece of paper in a dresser that had been passed down in the
> family. " That is my favorite Col Rion story, that even Faulkner




